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"Painting in Space" and "democracy in action:" it 
is between these two definitions, among the many 
possible, which can be used to describe the work 
of Jessica Stockholder (1959), an artist originally 
from Seattle, based in Chicago, who in this 
exhibition by Raffaella Cortese, in the space of 1 
Via Stradella, presents a new collection of 
sculptures that showcase Stockholder's lively and 
formal vocabulary along with her playfully poetic 
elements. Furniture, fabrics, lamps, as well as 
kitchen utensils, bags and plastic containers, fruit, 
toys: they are the materials of everyday household 
objects combined disparate materials and 
variously assembled together through "absurd ties 
involuntary unions , meetings, randomness," to 
give rise to the site-specific accumulation and the 
joints so characteristic of the artist's work, always 
hovering between truth and fiction, realism and 
illusionism. In conjunction with Stockholder’s 
exhibition, the headquarters of Via Stradella 7 also 
has on view the work of Karla Black (1972), a 
Scottish artist who draws on abstract 
expressionism and performance to create original 
large-scale sculptural installations that combine 
classic materials such as chalk, glass or paper as 
well as incorporeal substances such as powders, 
oils, creams or gels. 
 
 
 
*Translated from the original Italian 
 
 


