
 
 
 

 

GCC: Positive Pathways (+) 
October 13 – November 23, 2016 
534 West 26

th
 Street, New York 

Opening Reception: Thursday, October 13, 6-8pm 
 
Mitchell-Innes & Nash announces Positive 
Pathways (+), an exhibition of works by artist 
collective GCC, opening October 13, 2016. This is 
the group’s debut show at Mitchell-Innes & Nash 
and their first in the United States since GCC: 
Achievements in Retrospective at MoMA PS1 in 
2014. 
 
The exhibition, which includes installation, wall 
sculptures and sound, focuses on the increasingly 
pervasive trend of Healthy Living and Positive 
Lifestyles gaining momentum in the Middle East. 
In particular, GCC explores the ways in which 
these lifestyle attitudes are appropriated, 
employed, and transformed as part of a greater 
political mechanism. 
 
The exhibition at Mitchell-Innes & Nash expands 

upon GCC’s 2016 project at the most recent Berlin Biennale, a sculptural installation of a woman and child. The woman is 
performing a Quantum Touch exercise, a non-contact touch therapy that became popular in the West in the late 1990s, 
on a boy as they stand on sand surrounded by a running track. The work, from where the exhibition borrows its title 
Positive Pathways (+), focuses on the ways that the positive energy movement and body healing practitioners have 
become co-opted by governments in the region – such as the creation of new ministerial positions like the UAE’s Ministry 
of Happiness, and the emergence of life coaches and Feng Shui consultants employed by hereditary leaders. Also on view 
will be a set of sculptural reliefs created using Thermoforming, a commonly used industrial process where thermoplastic 
sheets are heated and formed on a mold. The reliefs are based on 3D renderings of stills taken from YouTube videos and 
images found online of regional practitioners promoting the positive energy movement. Ranging from politicians to social 
media celebrities to TV clerics, these individuals utilize the Positive Energy attitude as a base for state policy. Referring to 
the erasure and creation of cultural myths, these reliefs create narratives of the present, a mechanism of both nation 
building and the politics of cultural extinction and creation.  
 
In conjunction with the exhibition, an off-site screening of video works by the collective at Anthology Film Archives will 
occur on October 15, 2016 followed by a Q&A with all eight collective members. 
  
About GCC 
GCC, an acronym that does not necessarily stand for but alludes to the Gulf Cooperative Council (the intergovernmental 
political and economic partnership that connects six countries in the region), is an artist “delegation” or collective 
composed of eight members, all of which have strong ties to the Arabian Gulf region of the Middle East. The group was 
formed in 2013 at Art Dubai and has since shown at Kraupa-Tuskany Zeidler in Berlin; Project Native Informant in London; 
The New Museum, Whitney Museum of Art, and MoMA PS1 in New York; Musée d’Art Moderne in Paris; 9th Berlin 
Biennial; Sharjah Art Foundation, UAE; and Fridericianum in Kassel. 
 
Since its debut at Sultan Gallery, Kuwait, the group has continued to address the shifting systems of power in the Gulf 
region and abroad. GCC live between Kuwait, New York, Amsterdam, London, and Berlin. Apart from several summits 
held in Switzerland, Kuwait, France and, most recently, New York, Whatsapp is the group’s primary mode of 
communication.  
  
 



 
 
 

 

Collective members: 
Nanu Al-Hamad (b. 1987) 
Khalid Al Gharaballi (b. 1981) 
Abdullah Al-Mutairi (b. 1990) 
Fatima Al Qadiri (b. 1981) 
Monira Al Qadiri (b. 1983) 
Aziz Al Qatami (b. 1979) 
Barrak Alzaid (b. 1985) 
Amal Khalaf (b. 1982) 
  
About Mitchell-Innes & Nash 
Founded by Lucy Mitchell-Innes and David Nash, who previously headed the worldwide Contemporary and Impressionist 
& Modern Art divisions of Sotheby’s, Mitchell-Innes & Nash places exemplary contemporary artists within a historical 
context, revealing a continuity of ideas and aesthetic virtuosity from the Modern era through the present day. 
 
Mitchell-Innes & Nash’s renowned exhibition program, in both their Madison Avenue and Chelsea locations, fosters 
excellence within artistic practice, while forging an informed dialogue between emerging and established internationally 
recognized artists. From acclaimed surveys of 20th century masters, such as Jean Arp, Anthony Caro, Jay DeFeo, Willem 
de Kooning, Leon Kossoff, Kenneth Noland, Roy Lichtenstein, and Nicolas de Stael, to solo exhibitions of Sarah Braman, 
Keltie Ferris, Daniel Lefcourt, William Pope.L, Martha Rosler, and Jessica Stockholder, Mitchell- Innes & Nash has proven 
expertise in both advancing the careers of emerging artists and maintaining the superior standard set by established 
artists. 
 
Caption: Installation view of "Positive Pathways (+)," 2016; courtesy GCC; Kraupa-Tuskany Zeidler, Berlin; Project Native 
Informant, London; Mitchell-Innes & Nash, NY; photo: Timo Ohler 

 
Listings Information:  
Mitchell-Innes & Nash is located at 534 West 26th Street in Chelsea and 1018 Madison Avenue on the Upper East Side. 
Tel: 212 744 7400. | Web: www.miandn.com | Email: josie@miandn.com 
 
Press Inquires: 
Taylor Maatman 
FITZ & CO | Tel: 646 589 0926 | Email: tmaatman@fitzandco.com 
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