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Brent Wadden. Courtesy of Mitchell-Innes & Nash, New York City. 

Brent Wadden 

Wadden is another artist who has been making the rounds in Europe for several years, but 

is little known on this side of the Atlantic. That will change in 2015 when Mitchell-Innes 

& Nash gives him a solo show in their Chelsea space. His practice lies at the intersection 

of the fine and applied arts. Working with a back-strap loom, Wadden intertwines acrylic 

yarns with wool and then stitches the material together before mounting it on raw canvas. 

The finished works, which he considers to be paintings, refer to high art, low art, the 

domestic arts, Pollock, Klee and indigenous traditions of art making. They are 

mesmerizing, not only due to their final visual state, but because of the viewer is made to 

"feel" the labor deployed in their making. In their facture, they are also an extraordinary 

subversion, a softening, of the maleness usually ascribed to geometric and hard-edged 

abstraction 


