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N a n c y  G r a v e s ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  v i e w ,  2 0 1 5 .  P h o t o :  C o u r t e s y  M i t c h e l l - I n n e s  a n d  
N a s h .  
 
9 .  Nancy  Graves  a t  Mi tche l l - Innes  & Nash ,  through  March  7  
Nancy  Graves  (1939–1995) ,  was  a  key  f igu re  in  t he  t r ans i t i on  f rom 
the  dominan t  fo rms  o f  Min ima l i sm and  Concep tua l i sm tha t  marked  
the  l a t e  1960s  and  ' 70s ,  t oward  a  more  p lu ra l i s t i c  v i ew o f  a r t  
p roduc t ion  tha t  became  wide ly  embraced  in  t he  1980s  and  l a t e r .  Th i s  
show fea tu re s  a  number  o f  s t rong  and  r a re ly  exh ib i t ed  examples  f rom 
the  a r t i s t ' s  e s t a t e .  The  image  o f  a  came l  was  cen t r a l  t o  he r  work  o f  
t he  1970s ,  a s  pa r t  he r  vocabu la ry  o f  “ r ea l i s t i c  i l l u s ions"  and  “na tu ra l  
f i c t i ons . "  Her  c ryp t i c  came l  ske l e ton  scu lp tu re ,  Ins ide -Ou t  (1970) ,  
made  o f  s t ee l ,  wax ,  marb le  dus t ,  f i be rg la s s ,  and  an ima l  sk in ,  i s  a  
h igh l igh t  o f  t he  show.  Al so  on  v i ew,  p ro j ec t ed  h igh  on  one  wa l l ,  a r e  
a  s e r i e s  o r  ea r ly  v ideos ,  i nc lud ing I z y  Bouk i r  (1970) ,  a  f i lm  sho t  i n  
t he  Saha ra ,  f ea tu r ing  mus ic  by  Ph i l ip  G las s .  Equa l ly  r emarkab le  a re  
he r  co lo r fu l ,  l a rge - sca l e  pa in t ings  f rom the  “Camouf l age"  se r i e s  o f  
t he  1970s ;  t hey  p rove  tha t  Graves  was  f a r  ahead  o f  he r  t ime .  
 
 


