
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
P O P E .  L ,  T H E  G R E A T  W H I T E  W A Y ,  2 2  M I L E S ,  9  Y E A R S ,  1  S T R E E T ,  2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 9 ,  
P E R F O R M A N C E .  C O U R T E S Y  O F  T H E  A R T I S T  A N D  M I T C H E L L - I N N E S  &  N A S H ,  N E W  
Y O R K .  

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

September 21, 2019 

Pope.L, the 64-year-old performance artist from Newark, New Jersey, is being 
honored this fall with a three-part exhibition, “Pope.L: Instigation, Aspiration, 
Perspiration,” at the Whitney, the soon-to-reopen MoMA and across the streets of 
Lower Manhattan. He’s crawled down these streets many times himself, beginning 
in the 1970s. Now, on a Saturday in the fall, he’s choreographing a relay-crawl of 
more than a hundred volunteers. They’ll go from Corporal John A. Seravalli 
Playground in the West Village, through the AIDS Memorial on Greenwich 
Avenue, under the triumphal arch of Washington Square Park, to the steps of 
Union Square. They’ll be wearing just one shoe each and may be blindfolded or 
similar. Want to see this? Go along. Wish to drag yourself through the dirt once 
more? Sign up for the open call. In the words of Pope.L, “What sort of progress is 
this performance? Is it a comedy of errors or business as usual or a critical mirror 
held up to a great American past-time called success?” 
 

 


